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The David Metz Memorial Bicycle Ride 

 

A bicycle ride to celebrate the life of David Metz, a man who loved 

everything about old bicycles including the people who also appreciate these 

wheeled wonders and the history of their development. 
 

There will be a David Metz Memorial Bicycle Ride around New York City on Sunday, April 13, 

2014, RAIN OR SHINE, to celebrate the life of David Metz. This ride is open to all wheelmen 

and wheelwomen, all who are friends of the Metz Bicycle Museum or the Copake Bicycle 

Auction, and anyone else who was a friend to David. The ride will start from the Staten Island 

Ferry Terminal in the Battery, NYC, at 10:00 AM, and it will be split in three parts:  

Part A will be for children and adults who want an easy ride that will be slow and less 

than 10 miles long.  

Part B will be for all less experienced riders and it will be about 15 miles long.  

Part C will be for more experienced riders and it will be about 30 miles long.  
 

All of the David Metz Memorial Bicycle Rides will be led by riders who know NYC, virtually all 

riding will be on bicycle paths and NYC approved bicycle routes, no-one will be left behind, 

and there will be a joint lunch stop (be prepared to purchase your own lunch) at about 12 

noon. This ride is free to all riders, and thanks to the generosity of the Metz family, the first 

30 riders to register (see Form attached) will be given a commemorate ride pin: additional 

copies of this pin can be purchased from Gary Sanderson (an Organizer) for $28.00.  
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OBITUARY: David Metz died on April 17th, 2013, at his home in Freehold, New Jersey, at the 

age of 97 ½ years. David was a true friend of all wheelmen who love old bicycles and their 

history. In over 60 years of collecting historic bicycles and related paraphernalia, David had a 

collection that was one of the world’s finest, and he gladly shared this collection with the 

many visitors to his Museum in Freehold, NJ. David was also the one who worked with Mike 

Fallon to create the Copake Bicycle Auction in 1980, and this auction has become the most 

important bicycle auction in the U.S.A. David also contributed significantly to “The 

Wheelmen” as one of its first members, the organization’s 4th National Commander, and the 

organizer of The Wheelmen National Meets in 1983 and 1987. He was an accomplished high 

wheel bicycle rider until age kept him closer to the ground, but he never lost his love of, and 

interest in, these magnificent, grand old ‘silent steeds.’ David hosted the 20th International 

Cycle History Conference in 2009, and he was honored by the nearly 100 participants from 

around the world in a roasting session at the Conference’s concluding banquet.  

David’s friends miss him, and we ride on this occasion thinking about David and the many 

contributions that this warm human being has made to his community, to his family and 

friends, and to the entire world of early bicycles. 

Organizers of the David Metz Memorial Bicycle Ride: 

Carey Williams       

Member of The Wheelmen and the Veteran Cycle Club (V-CC) 

P.O. Box 09075 

Chicago, Illinois 60609-9075 U.S.A. 

[email: wasp3245@aol.com] 

 

Philip A. Saunders 

Member of The Wheelmen and the Veteran Cycle Club (V-CC)     

2 The Glade, Bromley      

Kent, BR1 2QG, U.K. 

[email: Saunders.Phil@yahoo.co.uk]     

  

Gary W. Sanderson 

Captain of The New Jersey Wheelmen and Member of the V-CC 

63 Fells Road 

Verona, New Jersey 07044-1126, U.S.A. 

[email: wheelmangary@gmail.com] 
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The David Metz Memorial Bicycle Ride Around 

New York City. 

 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE RIDE 

(Note: All Riders must complete a Registration Form before the 

ride begins. The first 30 persons to register will be given a 

commemorative ride medal at the start of the ride. TO GET ONE 

OF THESE MEDALS YOU MUST REGISTER AND DO THE RIDE. 

 

Signature of Rider: ________________________ Date:________ 

    

Name of Rider (printed): _________________________________ 

  

DECLARATION OF RESPONSIBILITY: I realize that there are 

dangers inherent in any bicycle ride. To help in making this a 

safe ride, I agree to obey all traffic rules as they apply to 

bicycles, and to follow the safety instructions given by the ride 

leader. This bicycle ride has been organized to be as safe as 

possible, and I agree not to hold the organizers responsible for 

any and all accidents that may occur during this ride.  

Signature of Rider: ________________________Date:_________ 

 

To register, complete this FORM and return it to: 

 Gary W. Sanderson (Email: wheelmangary@gmail.com) 

 63 Fells Road 

 Verona, NJ 07044-1126 


